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INDIAN AFFAIES IN EASTEEN PENNSYLVANIA, 1756. 

CONTRIBUTED BY GEORGE S. SCHIVELY, M.D. 

[Letter of David Shultze, of Upper Hanover Township, Philadelphia 
County, to Robert Greenway, of Philadelphia.] 

Upper Hanover, Januar 18, 1756 
Mr Robert Greenway, 

Honoured Sir. 

Your favour of the 8 instant I have received together 
with the Powder and Lead you have with Mr. Ross been 
pleased to procure for us from Mr. Evan Morgan, which 
gives a good Deal of Satisfaction to the inhabitants in these 
parts, and for which we shall be very much obliged to you. 
We shall endeavour to dispose of the same and send part of 
it to such places where we shall think it most necessary, and 
shall give such Directions to the Persons to whom we send 
it, not to spent it or waste it to no purpose but to make 
only use of against those it is designed. We shall keep the 
Remainder here in order to make use of in Case of further 
incursions, or to be send elsewhere upon order from the 
Commissioners on Emergency, according to Mr. Morgans 
Directions. 

As Amunition is a very necessary Article, of which every 
Body should be carefull to provide himself with at such 
Times of Danger, so we may easy guess, what a Mortifica- 
tion it may be for any Company to see themselves obliged 
to leave off fighting with such Murderers for want of it, as 
some Times happens to be the Cause. 

As to what I mentioned in my last Letter of the Conduct 
of the Commissioners at Maccongy: I have since been 
told, That it partly happened by a Mistake in the Language. 
Jeremiah Trexler was asked by them, wether he intended 
to serve as a Captain of Militia or Soldiers, who answered 
as free Parthy, which was understood a Militia and there- 
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fore such a Commission was given and no further orders. 
But since That Time Mr. Benjamin Franklin, is returned 
who is a Gentleman of great Credit, Ability and Reputa- 
tion, and is doing all what is possible for the Defence of the 
frontiers ; so That we are in hopes, soon to hear of better 
news from those Quarters. 

Since the skirmishes of the first and fourth Instant, we 
have had no advise of further Mischief done in those parts, 
But we hear That those Murderers have done much Damage 
to the West of Susquehannah. 

On writing this the 20 th January, "News is Just brought 
here, That the Indians have on Saturday killed eleven per- 
sons out of Thirteen at the Gape several miles beyond 
Nazareth, one of them they name young Pember [Boemper] 
son in law to Frederick Hoeth. T'is said the eleven fell at 
the first fire, only the two escaped, of which you may have 
surer advise before this may reach your hand. 

God Knows what will become of the Province, if no stopp 
can be put to the incursions of these cruel Monsters until 
next Spring and Summer when the woods are green. 

As the Country is so populous, numbers of Troops and 
"Volunteers may be raised to oppose the Barbarians, without 
having the City Militia necessary for our Assistance who 
probably with the Lower Parts of the Province may expect 
hot work enough from the Sea Side if a war breaks out 
with the french. 

Provision I think could likewise be had enough in the 
Country as yet, without getting any from Town — But the 
Assistance the Country People expects from their Capital 
is ; Good Orders from their Magistrates, Arms, Ammuni- 
tion and Money, which last Commodity is inexpressible 
scarce and without which No Wae nor defence of a Country 
can be carried on with effect. 

Though we hope affairs may soon go better. Since we 
Hear that a good number of Companies are intended to be 
raised, each to consist of fifty men and each man to have 
45 shillings per month besides provision, Some of them are 
already marched to the frontiers. But as this will require 
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a very large sum of Money to hold it out but one single 
year, yet it will be better to spend triple so much as the 
sum already granted for that Purpose Then to permit those 
Beast-like Creatures to turn the Province into its former 
State of Wilderness — Since it will be easier to defend a 
Province than to reconquer one after taken once by the 
Enemy. 

As concerning the Militia act, we don't see if much 
effectual will be done with, by reason of the continual Dis- 
putes between those that are for and those that are or 
pretend to be principled against bearing arms. Since the 
latter are not obliged thereby, to do at least Something to 
the Satisfaction of the former on that head. 

Besides there is another Sad Article to be considered, That 
if a Body of Country Militia, that constituted of Freeholders 
and married men who had large families, should happen to 
be unfortunate in a Battle, and be massacred by the Barba- 
rians, one may easy imagine, to what a state of Distress 
and Calamity the poor afflicted Widdows and orphans 
would be thereby reduced, which however could not be 
avoided, in Case of great Invasions, but as long as the 
Indians appear not too numerous, a number of regular 
Companies of couragious unmarried fellows would possibly 
be a match for them, if commanded by brave and active 
Captains. 

Above that there are examples that often little has been 
done by Country Militia in Times of necessity, as seems to 
have been the case in Scotland and England at the late 
Rebellion. 

Also the Jersey Troops, before the settlement of Gnaden- 
hiitten was burnt made such an appearance, as if they would 
make the whole Indian Country tremble, but when They 
saw the Place in flames, They not only supposed the number 
of Indians dupple and triple, but thought them multiplyed 
a Thirty Times. 

If at that Time the inhabitants of the Uppermost Town- 
ships of the County of Bucks had immediately sent up a 
number of Men to assist the Upper Inhabitants to guard the 
Vol. xix. — 27 
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Frontiers between great Lehigh and Delaware, on the other 
Side the Mountains (which part was well inhabited) as we 
have done in our Parts on the West Side of great Lehigh, 
in all probability a great part of the Mischief might by the 
Blessing of God have been prevented. 

There has long been a Talk, that the Mohawcks intended 
to extirpate the Delawares, who perhaps would be the best 
able to resist their fury and Chastise them for their Perfidy. 

The Reward that is offered for the Heads of the two 
Indian Chiefs gives a good Satisfaction, though it is thought 
scarce practicable to get them, as the Reward for common 
Scalps, likewise is a good encouragment — but however but 
few can be got, since they carry off their Dead as fast as 
they can when they happen to lose some. 

We don't think at Present that the Enemys are as numer- 
ous as was given out, but are very furious when engaged. 
The Consternation of the People seems for all to be a little 
abated What the further Consequences will be we must 
expect with Patience. 

remaining Sir ! Your most humble 

and obedient Servant, 

David Shultze. 



